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1.  Many people argue that the courts have no role to play in end-of-life decisionmaking.  How did the Quinlan and Cruzan cases come to court?  Could that have been avoided?

2.  Religious beliefs are significant for a large number of individuals as they make decisions about medical care, especially decisions at the end of life.  What role did religion play in the Quinlan and Cruzan situations?  Is it appropriate for religious organizations to participate in such litigation?  Is it appropriate for the courts to consider religious principles?

3.  Judge Robertson of the Missouri Supreme Court has said that he may have made the same decision as the Cruzans, but he made a different decision as a judge.  Don Lamkins opposed the Cruzans’ decision, but as a health care administrator and a state employee he cooperated with it.  Dr. Morse, Karen Quinlan’s doctor, believed that the Quinlans’ decision was the right one, but that no medical custom supported it.  Should people make decisions differently depending on what role they have?
