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AIDING AND ABETTING

18 U.S.C. § 2. PRINCIPALS

(a) Whoever commits an offense against the United States or aids, abets, counsels, commands,
induces or procures its commission, is punishable as a principal.

(b) Whoever willfully causes an act to be done which if directly performed by him or another
would be an offense against the United States, is punishable as a principal.
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CONSPIRACY

18 U.S.C. § 371. CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT OFFENSE OR TO DEFRAUD UNITED
STATES

If two or more persons conspire either to commit any offense against the United States, or to
defraud the United States, or any agency thereof in any manner or for any purpose, and one or more
of such persons do any act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each shall be fined under this title
or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

If, however, the offense, the commission of which is the object of the conspiracy, is a
misdemeanor only, the punishment for such conspiracy shall not exceed the maximum punishment
provided for such misdemeanor.
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FALSE DECLARATIONS

18 U.S.C. § 1623. FALSE DECLARATIONS BEFORE GRAND JURY OR COURT

(a) Whoever under oath (or in any declaration, certificate, verification, or statement under
penalty of perjury as permitted under section 1746 of title 28, United States Code) in any proceeding
before or ancillary to any court or grand jury of the United States knowingly makes any false
material declaration or makes or uses any other information, including any book, paper, document,
record, recording, or other material, knowing the same to contain any false material declaration,
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

(b) This section is applicable whether the conduct occurred within or without the United States.
(c) An indictment or information for violation of this section alleging that, in any proceedings

before or ancillary to any court or grand jury of the United States, the defendant under oath has
knowingly made two or more declarations, which are inconsistent to the degree that one of them is
necessarily false, need not specify which declaration is false if—

(1) each declaration was material to the point in question, and
(2) each declaration was made within the period of the statute of limitations for the

offense charged under this section.
In any prosecution under this section, the falsity of a declaration set forth in the indictment or
information shall be established sufficient for conviction by proof that the defendant while under
oath made irreconcilably contradictory declarations material to the point in question in any
proceeding before or ancillary to any court or grand jury.  It shall be a defense to an indictment or
information made pursuant to the first sentence of this subsection that the defendant at the time he
made each declaration believed the declaration was true.

(d) Where, in the same continuous court or grand jury proceeding in which a declaration is made,
the person making the declaration admits such declaration to be false, such admission shall bar
prosecution under this section if, at the time the admission is made, the declaration has not
substantially affected the proceeding, or it has not become manifest that such falsity has been or will
be exposed.

(e) Proof beyond a reasonable doubt under this section is sufficient for conviction.  It shall not
be necessary that such proof be made by any particular number of witnesses or by documentary or
other type of evidence.
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FALSE STATEMENTS

18 U.S.C. § 1001. STATEMENTS OR ENTRIES GENERALLY

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, whoever, in any matter within the jurisdiction
of the executive, legislative, or judicial branch of the Government of the United States, knowingly
and willfully—

(1) falsifies, conceals, or covers up by any trick, scheme, or device a material fact;
(2) makes any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or representations; or
(3) makes or uses any false writing or document knowing the same to contain any materially

false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry;
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both.

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to a party to a judicial proceeding, or that party’s counsel, for
statements, representations, writings or documents submitted by such party or counsel to a judge or
magistrate in that proceeding.

(c) With respect to any matter within the jurisdiction of the legislative branch, subsection (a)
shall apply only to —

(1) administrative matters, including a claim for payment, a matter related to the procurement
of property or services, personnel or employment practices, or support services, or a document
required by law, rule, or regulation to be submitted to the Congress or any office or officers
within the legislative branch; or

(2) any investigation or review, conducted pursuant to the authority of any committee,
subcommittee, commission or office of the Congress, consistent with applicable rules of the
House or Senate.
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MAIL FRAUD

18 U.S.C. § 1341. FRAUDS AND SWINDLES

Whoever, having devised or intending to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, or for
obtaining money or property by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises,
or to sell, dispose of, loan, exchange, alter, give away, distribute, supply, or furnish or procure for
unlawful use any counterfeit or spurious coin, obligation, security, or other article, or anything
represented to be or intimated or held out to be such counterfeit or spurious article, for the purpose
of executing such scheme or artifice or attempting so to do, places in any post office or authorized
depository for mail matter, any matter or thing whatever to be sent or delivered by the Postal
Service, or deposits or causes to be deposited any matter or thing whatever to be sent or delivered
by any private or commercial interstate carrier, or takes or receives therefrom, any such matter or
thing, or knowingly causes to be delivered by mail or such carrier according to the direction thereon,
or at the place at which it is directed to be delivered by the person to whom it is addressed, any such
matter or thing, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both.  If the
violation affects a financial institution, such person shall be fined not more than $1,000,000 or
imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both.
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HONEST SERVICES FRAUD

18 U.S.C. § 1346. DEFINITION OF “SCHEME OR ARTIFICE TO DEFRAUD”

For the purposes of this chapter, the term “scheme or artifice to defraud” includes a scheme or
artifice to deprive another of the intangible right of honest services.
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OBSTRUCTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS

18 U.S.C. § 1505. OBSTRUCTION OF PROCEEDINGS BEFORE DEPARTMENTS,
AGENCIES, AND COMMITTEES

Whoever, with intent to avoid, evade, prevent, or obstruct compliance, in whole or in part, with
any civil investigative demand duly and properly made under the Antitrust Civil Process Act,
willfully withholds, misrepresents, removes from any place, conceals, covers up, destroys, mutilates,
alters, or by other means falsifies any documentary material, answers to written interrogatories, or
oral testimony, which is the subject of such demand; or attempts to do so or solicits another to do
so; or

Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by any threatening letter or communication
influences, obstructs, or impedes or endeavors to influence, obstruct, or impede the due and proper
administration of the law under which any pending proceeding is being had before any department
or agency of the United States, or the due and proper exercise of the power of inquiry under which
any inquiry or investigation is being had by either House, or any committee of either House or any
joint committee of the Congress—

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

owensb
Highlight

owensb
Highlight

owensb
Highlight

owensb
Highlight

owensb
Highlight

owensb
Highlight



10

CORRUPTLY

18 U.S.C. § 1515. DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS; GENERAL PROVISION

. . .

(b) As used in section 1505, the term “corruptly” means acting with an improper purpose,
personally or by influencing another, including making a false or misleading statement, or
withholding, concealing, altering, or destroying a document or other information.
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OBSTRUCTION OF JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

18 U.S.C. § 1503. INFLUENCING OR INJURING OFFICER OR JUROR GENERALLY

(a) Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by any threatening letter or communication,
endeavors to influence, intimidate, or impede any grand or petit juror, or officer in or of any court
of the United States, or officer who may be serving at any examination or other proceeding before
any United States magistrate judge or other committing magistrate, in the discharge of his duty, or
injures any such grand or petit juror in his person or property on account of any verdict or indictment
assented to by him, or on account of his being or having been such juror, or injures any such officer,
magistrate judge, or other committing magistrate in his person or property on account of the
performance of his official duties, or corruptly or by threats or force, or by any threatening letter or
communication, influences, obstructs, or impedes, or endeavors to influence, obstruct, or impede,
the due administration of justice, shall be punished as provided in subsection (b).  If the offense
under this section occurs in connection with a trial of a criminal case, and the act in violation of this
section involves the threat of physical force or physical force, the maximum term of imprisonment
which may be imposed for the offense shall be the higher of that otherwise provided by law or the
maximum term that could have been imposed for any offense charged in such case.

(b) The punishment for an offense under this section is—
(1) in the case of a killing, the punishment provided in sections 1111 and 1112;
(2) in the case of an attempted killing, or a case in which the offense was committed against

a petit juror and in which a class A or B felony was charged, imprisonment for not more than
20 years, a fine under this title, or both; and 

(3) in any other case, imprisonment for not more than 10 years, a fine under this title, or
both.
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OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE/WITNESS TAMPERING

18 U.S.C. § 1512. TAMPERING WITH A WITNESS, VICTIM, OR AN INFORMANT

(a)(1)  Whoever kills or attempts to kill another person, with intent t—
(A)  prevent the attendance or testimony of any person in an official proceeding;
(B)  prevent the production of a record, document, or other object, in an official

proceeding; or
(C)  prevent the communication by any person to a law enforcement officer or judge of

the United States of information relating to the commission or possible commission of a
Federal offense or a violation of conditions of probation, parole, or release pending judicial
proceedings;

shall be punished as provided in paragraph (2).
(2)  The punishment for an offense under this subsection is—

(A)  in the case of murder (as defined in section 1111), the death penalty or
imprisonment for life, and in the case of any other killing, the punishment provided in
section 1112; and

(B)  in the case of an attempt, imprisonment for not more than twenty years.
(b)  Whoever knowingly uses intimidation or physical force, threatens or corruptly persuades

another person, or attempts to do so, or engages in misleading conduct toward another person, with
intent to—

(1)  influence, delay or prevent the testimony of any person in an official proceeding;
(2)  cause or induce any person to—

(A)  withhold testimony, or withhold a record, document, or other object, from an official
proceeding;

(B)  alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an object with intent to impair the object's
integrity or availability for use in an official proceeding;

(C)  evade legal process summoning that person to appear as a witness, or to produce a
record, document, or other object, in an official proceeding; or

(D)  be absent from an official proceeding to which such person has been summoned by
legal process; or
(3)  hinder, delay, or prevent the communication to a law enforcement officer or judge of the

United States of information relating to the commission or possible commission of a Federal
offense or a violation of conditions of probation, parole, or release pending judicial proceedings;

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.
(c)  Whoever corruptly—

(1)  alters, destroys, mutilates, or conceals a record, document, or other object, or attempts
to do so, with the intent to impair the object's integrity or availability for use in an official
proceeding; or

(2)  otherwise obstructs, influences, or impedes any official proceeding, or attempts to do
so,

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both.
(d)  Whoever intentionally harasses another person and thereby hinders, delays, prevents, or
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dissuades any person from—
(1)  attending or testifying in an official proceeding;
(2)  reporting to a law enforcement officer or judge of the United States the commission or

possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of probation, parole, or
release pending judicial proceedings;

(3)  arresting or seeking the arrest of another person in connection with a Federal offense;
or

(4)  causing a criminal prosecution, or a parole or probation revocation proceeding, to be
sought or instituted, or assisting in such prosecution or proceeding;

or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than one year, or both. . . .
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ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE

18 U.S.C. § 1512. TAMPERING WITH A WITNESS, VICTIM, OR AN INFORMANT

. . .

(f)  For the purposes of this section—

. . .

(2)  the testimony, or the record, document, or other object need not be admissible in
evidence or free of a claim of privilege.
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AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

18 U.S.C. § 1512. TAMPERING WITH A WITNESS, VICTIM, OR AN INFORMANT

. . .

(e)  In a prosecution for an offense under this section, it is an affirmative defense, as to which
the defendant has the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence, that the conduct consisted
solely of lawful conduct and that the defendant's sole intention was to encourage, induce, or cause
the other person to testify truthfully.
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CORRUPT PERSUASION

18 U.S.C. § 1515. DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS; GENERAL PROVISION

(a) As used in sections 1512 and 1513 of this title and in this section— 

. . .

(6) the term “corruptly persuades” does not include conduct which would be misleading
conduct but for a lack of a state of mind.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

18 U.S.C. § 1515. DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS; GENERAL PROVISION

(a) As used in sections 1512 and 1513 of this title and in this section— 

. . .

(4) the term “law enforcement officer” means an officer or employee of the Federal
Government, or a person authorized to act for or on behalf of the Federal Government or serving
the Federal Government as an adviser or consultant—

(A) authorized under law to engage in or supervise the prevention, detection,
investigation, or prosecution of an offense; or

(B) serving as a probation or pretrial services officer under this title;
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MISLEADING CONDUCT

18 U.S.C. § 1515. DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS; GENERAL PROVISION

(a) As used in sections 1512 and 1513 of this title and in this section— 

. . .

(3) the term “misleading conduct” means— 
(A) knowingly making a false statement;
(B) intentionally omitting information from a statement and thereby causing a portion

of such statement to be misleading, or intentionally concealing a material fact, and thereby
creating a false impression by such statement;

(C) with intent to mislead, knowingly submitting or inviting reliance on a writing or
recording that is false, forged, altered, or otherwise lacking in authenticity;

(D) with intent to mislead, knowingly submitting or inviting reliance on a sample,
specimen, map, photograph, boundary mark, or other object that is misleading in a material
respect; or

(E) knowingly using a trick, scheme, or device with intent to mislead;
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDING

18 U.S.C. § 1515. DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS; GENERAL PROVISION

(a) As used in sections 1512 and 1513 of this title and in this section— 
(1) the term “official proceeding” means— 

(A) a proceeding before a judge or court of the United States, a United States magistrate,
a bankruptcy judge, a judge of the United States Tax Court, a special trial judge of the Tax
Court, a judge of the United States Court of Federal Claims, or a Federal grand jury;

(B) a proceeding before the Congress;
(C) a proceeding before a Federal Government agency which is authorized by law; or
(D) a proceeding involving the business of insurance whose activities affect interstate

commerce before any insurance regulatory official or agency or any agent or examiner
appointed by such official or agency to examine the affairs of any person engaged in the
business of insurance whose activities affect interstate commerce;
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JURISDICTIONAL KNOWLEDGE

18 U.S.C. § 1515. DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS; GENERAL PROVISION

. . .

(g) In a prosecution for an offense under this section, no state of mind need be proved with
respect to the circumstance—

(1)  that the official proceeding before a judge, court, magistrate, grand jury, or government
agency is before a judge or court of the United States, a United States magistrate, a bankruptcy
judge, a Federal grand jury, or a Federal Government agency; or

(2)  that the judge is a judge of the United States or that the law enforcement officer is an
officer or employee of the Federal Government or a person authorized to act for or on behalf of
the Federal Government or serving the Federal Government as an adviser or consultant.
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PENDING PROCEEDING

18 U.S.C. § 1515. DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS; GENERAL PROVISION

. . .

(f)  For the purposes of this section—
(1)  an official proceeding need not be pending or about to be instituted at the time of the

offense; and
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SPECIAL PENALTIES

18 U.S.C. § 1515. DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS; GENERAL PROVISION

. . .

(j)  If the offense under this section occurs in connection with a trial of a criminal case, the
maximum term of imprisonment which may be imposed for the offense shall be the higher of that
otherwise provided by law or the maximum term that could have been imposed for any offense
charged in such case.
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PERJURY

18 U.S.C. § 1621. PERJURY GENERALLY

Whoever—
(1) having taken an oath before a competent tribunal, officer, or person, in any case in

which a law of the United States authorizes an oath to be administered, that he will testify,
declare, depose, or certify truly, or that any written testimony, declaration, deposition, or
certificate by him subscribed, is true, willfully and contrary to such oath states or subscribes
any material matter which he does not believe to be true; or

(2) in any declaration, certificate, verification, or statement under penalty of perjury as
permitted under section 1746 of title 28, United States Code, willfully subscribes as true any
material matter which he does not believe to be true;

is guilty of perjury and shall, except as otherwise expressly provided by law, be fined under this title
or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.  This section is applicable whether the statement
or subscription is made within or without the United States.
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WIRE FRAUD

18 U.S.C. § 1343. FRAUD BY WIRE, RADIO, OR TELEVISION

Whoever, having devised or intending to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, or for
obtaining money or property by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises,
transmits or causes to be transmitted by means of wire, radio, or television communication in
interstate or foreign commerce, any writings, signs, signals, pictures, or sounds for the purpose of
executing such scheme or artifice, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20
years, or both.  If the violation affects a financial institution, such person shall be fined not more
than $1,000,000 or imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both.
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HONEST SERVICES FRAUD

18 U.S.C. § 1346. DEFINITION OF “SCHEME OR ARTIFICE TO DEFRAUD”

For the purposes of this chapter, the term “scheme or artifice to defraud” includes a scheme or
artifice to deprive another of the intangible right of honest services.
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